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Introduction

A 53-years-old male, ex-smoker, assessed as an outpatient due to acute hypoacusia 
and tinnitus. Examination was remarkable for hearing loss on the right, abnormal 
Weber and Rinne tests, and positive Romberg sign to the left. Audiometry evidenced 
profound right sensorineural hearing loss, carotid Doppler showed moderate right in-
ternal carotid artery stenosis, and brain magnetic resonance imaging confirmed signs 
of subacute brainstem lesions in the area of the right vestibulo-cochlear nucleus. (Fig-
ure 1).

	 Hearing apparatus disorders are the main causes of hypoacusia, although ip-
silateral ischemic lesions of the cochlear nuclei must be considered due to its vascular 
peculiarities[1-3]. 
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